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wealthy and well-connected while at-
tacking the programs for working fam-
ilies. That is unacceptable, and I and
others will rise on this floor and point
it out time and time again, that using
that simple ruse by saying only the ap-
propriations bills on the table but not
the tax bill is unacceptable.

I am going to tell you that it must
not be that we make our kids’ edu-
cation more expensive by diminishing
Pell grants, that we make our parents’
health care more expensive by obliter-
ating Medicare as we know it, that we
impoverish the future of this Nation by
not investing in our infrastructure,
while continuing to defend the pro-
grams that were developed for the best
off, the wealthy, and the well-con-
nected over the last 25 years and say-
ing those are off the table. They must
be on the table. We must fight for an
America that works for working Amer-
icans.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine.

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that I be per-
mitted to speak as if in morning busi-
ness.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PALESTINE

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, last
night, the Senate unanimously ap-
proved S. Res. 185, a resolution I intro-
duced with my colleague from Mary-
land, Senator CARDIN. Our resolution
sends a clear message to the Pales-
tinian Authority that any effort to
seek unilateral recognition at the
United Nations will have serious con-
sequences for future American aid to
the Palestinians.

The United States provides nearly
$5650 million each year in bilateral as-
sistance to the Palestinians. This aid is
not an entitlement, particularly at a
time when we have an unsustainable
debt of some $14 trillion. Rather, this
aid is predicated on a good-faith com-
mitment from the Palestinians to the
peace process.

By unanimously passing our resolu-
tion last evening, the Senate has sent
an unmistakable message that efforts
by the Palestinians to seek inde-
pendent statehood outside of direct ne-
gotiations with Israel do not reflect
good-faith actions toward peace.

Negotiations have been a funda-
mental principle of the peace process.
It was in September of 1993 when Yas-
ser Arafat committed to Israeli Prime
Minister Rabin that outstanding issues
would be resolved through negotia-
tions. This principle has also under-
pinned the Oslo Accords, the Road Map
for Peace, and other Middle East peace
efforts.

We want to see a true and lasting
peace between two states—a demo-
cratic Jewish State of Israel and a via-
ble democratic Palestinian State.
Since 2002, it has been the policy of our
country to support a two-state solution
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to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, but
the road to peace is through negotia-
tions, not by subverting them and
making a unilateral case before the
United Nations.

Unfortunately, the United Nations
has a well-documented record of being
hijacked to chastise Israel, one of
America’s closest allies. In total, the
United States, under Presidents of both
political parties, has been forced to
veto 11 different U.N. Security Council
resolutions regarding the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict.

I am pleased to note that the current
U.S. Ambassador to the U.N., Susan
Rice, has vetoed the latest U.N. resolu-
tion regarding settlements, which, like
Palestinian statehood, is the key issue
in the peace process. The resolution
passed by the Senate urges the Presi-
dent to maintain this strong position
and to announce his unwavering intent
to veto any resolution that is not the
result of direct negotiations between
Israel and the Palestinians.

I wish to thank Senator CARDIN for
working with me in drafting this reso-
lution. When Senator CARDIN and I
first discussed introducing this meas-
ure, the Palestinian Authority had not
yvet agreed to establish a unity govern-
ment with Hamas—a truly disastrous
decision. That action has made it all
that much more critical that the Sen-
ate be firmly on record that aid to the
Palestinians is now in jeopardy. If
Hamas continues to reject negotiations
or peace with Israel, we must suspend
this assistance.

During his address before a joint ses-
sion of Congress in March, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
succinctly described the heart of the
matter. He said:

This conflict has never been about the es-
tablishment of a Palestinian state. It has al-
ways been about the existence of the Jewish
state.

We must remember those words.

We must also never forget that
Hamas is responsible for the deaths of
more than 500 innocent civilians, in-
cluding two dozen American citizens. It
has been designated by our government
as a foreign terrorist organization and
a specially designated terrorist organi-
zation.

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
has made it clear that the United
States will not fund a Palestinian Gov-
ernment that includes Hamas unless
and until Hamas renounces violence,
recognizes Israel, and agrees to abide
by the previous obligation of the Pales-
tinian Authority. I urge the adminis-
tration to suspend aid until such time
as Hamas demonstrates a clear com-
mitment to following these principles.

Madam President, let me also thank
the chairman and ranking member of
the Foreign Relations Committee, Sen-
ator KERRY and Senator LUGAR, for dis-
charging this resolution so that it
could be considered and passed by the
full Senate before our Fourth of July
recess. The passage of this resolution
could not have been more timely.
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According to press reports, the Pales-
tinian delegation has made the rounds
with nearly a dozen delegations in New
York this week to build support for
their bid to have a United Nations-rec-
ognized state. Palestinian Ambassadors
from around the world are meeting in
July to discuss their plans in Madrid.
They have been instructed to cancel
vacations because of the importance of
this coming period.

I submit that if the Palestinians were
only willing to invest as much energy
into the peace process with Israel as
they have into this ill-advised rush to
the United Nations, we could see the
beginnings of a genuine and lasting
peace in the region. I do not know if
the Palestinians will have the support
among the 192 members of the U.N.
General Assembly. However, the Pal-
estinians must understand that the
cost of seeking such a vote will seri-
ously jeopardize U.S. financial assist-
ance and that is evident from the 88
Members of the Senate who cospon-
sored the important resolution that
was unanimously passed last evening.

Madam President, I yield the floor.

————
RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 5:30 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 4:46 p.m.,
recessed until 5:30 p.m., and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. WHITEHOUSE).

———

PROVIDING FOR EXPEDITED CON-
SIDERATION OF CERTAIN NOMI-
NATIONS—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In my
capacity as a Senator from the State of
Rhode Island, I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 522

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, because
of the heavy fires that are blazing in
New Mexico, our colleague Senator
UDALL cannot be here because he is out
there dealing with forest fires. He has
an amendment he has filed to S. Res.
116, the bill now before us in the Sen-
ate, and on his behalf, I will be calling
it up. It is amendment No. 522, and I
want to take a couple of minutes to ex-
plain the amendment.

Mr. President, basically the amend-
ment is very simple, and I will read it
in its entirety:

The second undesignated paragraph of
paragraph 2 of rule XXII of the Standing
Rules of the Senate is amended to read as
follows:

Is it the sense of the Senate that the de-
bate shall be brought to a close? And if that
question shall be decided in the affirmative
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